| WOULD HAVE'LIKED. | WHEN YOU'LEFT,You | " ZI'CLIMBED THIS

TO'SAY THAT YOU HAD SAID YOU COULDN'T MOUNTAIN JUST AS
WAIT, THAT YOU

A SAY IN THE MATTER. WE HAD EXPLORED

DESERVED MORE. MAYBE
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ENTITLEMENT AND .
wCONSIDERATION IS HARD, JUSTIFIED.
T0 TREAD.” —

“|'LOVED'YOU’ YOU

KNOW. IT WASN'T A - WALKED AWAY WHISPERS SOFT
MATTER OF ME LETTING FROM TWO LOVERS

YOU GO, OR A MATTER IN MY LIFE. | CAN LULLABIES. SHE

OF PREFERENCE. IT ”
WAS THE PLAN, YOU ONLY HOPE THAT|  WILL MISS ME.
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“L'OST;IN. THOUGHT, |
MOMENTARILY LOSE MY
BALANCE; BUT BEFORE |
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“MOUNTAINEERS'DREAM
ABOUT THE'CRUNCH OF
MOUNTAINTOP'SNOW! A
HEAVYY.CRUNCHIASIYOUR
WEIGHTHITSFTHE, GROUND!
A\LIGHTER{CRUNCH/ASRYOUR}
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“'WHAT ELSE|CAN WE D02’ |
SHOUTED AT;MY COLLEAGUE.
HE LOOKED]UP; HISIGOGGLES
WERE{CAKED IN'FROST AND
HISIFACEAWAS!MASKED; BUT/I

STILLTKNEWFHE DISAPPRUVED

“LISTEN; WE VE ALL
SACRIFICED A'LOT.
MY CLIMBING
PARTINER;SAID:

JUST HE PAUSED, B

“FOR'THE FIRST TIME ON
THISSTRIP, MY COLLEAGUE' IS
GRATEEUL;TOME AS!| LIFT
HIM'TO SAEETY EROM A
FALL:JAS|I'WAS|FASTENING

HIS HARNESS; |REBEIVED |

“MY/COLLEAGUE
LOOKEDFAT ME
INTENSELY: AT THAT,
POINT ITEBWAS
EVI[IENT THAT WE |

“MY/CLIMBING
PARTNER LOOKED
AT'ME AND GAVE

ME A HALE: SMILE

“'CHILBLAINS?" ASKED
MY HABITUALLY MUTE
COLLEAGUETAT CAMP, AS
|INURSEDIMY. FEET- |
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“ANOTHER
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"THE SUN WAS
DEVASTATINGLY
BRIGHT. ABOVE THE
CLOUDS, THERE WAS
NO REPRIEVE FROM

HER RAYS TH[IUGH'

”| PAUSE MID-STEP

AND PEER BELOW.

WHY IS IT S0 EASY
T0 REMOVE MY

HARNESS AND LET

"THE THOUGHT OF
TURNING BACK
FLOATS WITHIN MY

HEAD. IT SPROUTS
WINGS AND

"FROM THIS PEAK,
| COULD SEE LIFE
IN THE FAR
DISTANCE. YET |
HAVE GROWN TO

”| THOUGHT | WOULD
NEVER COME DOWN.

IT'S A BIGGER EFFORT.

NOT FOR THE BODY,
BUT FOR MY WEARY

SI]UL | HAVE T[I FINIJ

”"| USED TO SAY |

HAVE IT ALL
PLANNED, AND |
DID... UP UNTIL
 Now”
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"| FOUND A SKULL TODAY.
CLIMBING DEATHS WERE NOT
UNCOMMON, THOUGH A
SKULL WITHOUT A BODY
WAS UNUSUAL. IS MY
DESTINY TO BE A LONELY
DISEMBODIED HEAD?' |
ASKED THE SKULL AS 1

"I READY MYSELF
TO LEAP INTO
DEATH'S ARMS. |
COUNT TO TEN,
HOWEVER, | ONLY

"| DO NOT WANT
TO GIVE IN TO
PRIDE. BUT THIS
DESCENT IS A
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MY MIND WANDERS GRASS. WHAT A

PLANNED."
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N;;;:SSTTG‘E’ TI" SENSATION. | DO
- NOT LOOK BACK - |

HOWEVER, FEEL







